
In order to be effective on distributing the 39 licenses,  recommendations have to be presented to 
legislation to make changes. One example is the footage distances from schools  etc. Those restrictions 
need to be lifted and relaxed in order for there to be any place to put retail locations. Without going 
through legislation to change them, the 39 licenses will all be failures. There are a number of other 
addition changes that need to be made that require going to legislation to ensure success for the 39 
licenses. I believe another issue that requires legislation is requesting $30 million of the state cannabis 
tax money to be added to technical assistance along with $15 million in low interest loans. The work 
group all voted and agreed on $333 million and that was left out. You’re asking for the 30 million and 
the 15 million you could’ve asked for the 33 million like their work group had all voted on. There are 
other issues but the bottom line is the task force leadership is trying to avoid the issues that the 
community wants and the the issues the work group all voted yea on. The last licensing meeting the 
work group unanimously voted to recommend the next 500 licenses going to social equity applicants. 
That was not recommended.   
There appears to be a mafia style strong-arm move to manipulate the program and deceive the 
community. By delaying those issues that will assure there won’t be enough time to put them on the 
agenda to present to the legislators next session. This is a diversion tactic and manipulation. The 
situation is going from bad to worse.   
We will not be censored.  
Thanks  
 
Jim Buchanan  
Buchanan Management Group 
Jimb@buchanan-management.com 
(206)321-1814 
 
 

Washington State African American Community Seek True Equity and Equality in the Cannabis Industry.  
 
The African American community in the Washington state is standing up for what they have been 
robbed of for 580 years.  
Jim Buchanan is a native and resident of Seattle central district. He’s a entrepreneur, recreational 
marijuana retail owner, nation wide operator and business consultant. He has concerns about the true 
motive of the state of Washington and their intent to implement their social equity program. (bill 1443 
and 2870).  
 
“The bill reads: Under the social equity program, marijuana retailer licenses that have been subject to 
forfeiture, revocation, or cancellation by the LCB may be issued or reissued to a social equity applicant 
who meets the requirements for the license. In addition, marijuana retailer licenses that were not 
previously issued by LCB, but could have been issued without exceeding the statewide limit established 
before January 1, 2020, may be issued under the social equity program.”  
 
There currently approximately 560 retail licenses issued in the state of Washington and about 3 to 5 are 
majority owned by African-Americans.  Since licensing began in 2014 there has been no path for African-
Americans to get in the Cannabis industry. Not only has there not been any pathway but there’s been 
consistent discrimination and road blocks preventing African-Americans from entering in the legal 
Cannabis industry, Buchanan says.  
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African-American communities are targeted and arrested three times the rate than Anglo Saxons   for 
marijuana and other drugs  however we are been blocked from the economic opportunities since it had 
become legal.  
 
For  the native Americans, Washington State has developed a template of equity and equality however; 
the state  seems to struggle how to give true equity and equality to the African American community”. 
 
In United States they have been two race of people that have been brutally murdered abused and taking 
advantage of since the birth of whats know as United States of America. One race is Native Americans 
and the other is African Americans. The native Americans were originally natives and the African-
Americans were originally Africans. The British literally murdered and destroyed the natives to take over 
their land successfully so,  then formed treaties to try and live in peace. The Europeans (British) went to 
Africa to trade goods and decided enslaving Africans is more profitable so they captured them, brutally 
murdered them and force them into slavery in year 1442.  
Slavery became a huge economical resource in Europe especially with the British. Even those it’s know 
that the slaves were brought to North America before 1607, it’s well noted that slavery began in what 
we now know as United States of America. 

America's History of Slavery Began Long Before Jamestown 

 
When the British came to Jamestown Virginia they began their brutality on murdering natives and 
brought slaves over from Africa to developed their infrastructure. While Africans were abused, raped 
and murdered they continued to persevere through the devastation. As a perk the British allow the 
Natives to participate in the slave trade and some tribes bough, sold, abused the Africans and force 
them to develop their infrastructure also.  
 
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smithsonian-institution/how-native-american-slaveholders-
complicate-trail-tears-narrative-180968339/ 
 
The natives joined forces with the Confederates in the civil war to try and stop the slaves from being 
freed so they can continue profiting on slave labor.  
 
 When it comes to equity and equality our country has a difficult time on defining it pertaining to African 
Americans. We have never been compensated for what’s happened to us and we don’t get equal or fair 
treatment today. There three industries that our government has forged a lane (like they should) to 
assure that Native Americans are acquiring wealth. The oil industry, gaming, and now cannabis. They 
have been generating billions of dollars from the oil and gaming industries and now cannabis that has 
allowed them to become economically independent and a fuel resources back to the general 
community.  
 
•Native American population in the United States 6.8 million people 
 
•African-American population in United States 46.8 million people  
 
•Native American population in Washington state a 220 thousand people  
 
•African-American population in Washington state 411 thousand people  
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•There are 29 federally recognized tribes in Washington State and all 29 of those have Class III gaming 
compacts. Twenty-two tribes operate 29 casinos under compact.  
 
•Last year, 22 of Washington's 29 federally recognized tribes with total membership of 103,000 
generated an estimated $1.95 billion in net receipts from casino operations, according to the 
Washington Gaming Commission. 
State Of Washington has cleared the land so that $1.95 billion can be increase from 50% to 100% more 
in the next two years. The state just approved Sports gambling for The native American tribes and 
casinos. 
 

Senate passes bill allowing sports gambling in Washington state tribal casinos 

 
I fully support the Native Americans getting equitable power that they so deserved. Nothing can repay 
them of the devastation that was caused upon their race. My issue is, why doesn’t the state of 
Washington understand how to create a equitable program for African-Americans? When it comes to 
African-Americans we’re still seen as the race that does not deserve true equity and equality. We’re 
being abused even when they say they’re creating a equity program, it’s a insult. While the State acts 
like they don’t understand how to create equity and equality for the African-American, they continue to 
forge huge lanes for the Native Americans to continue to acquire generational wealth.   
Since 1441 Africans were raped, beaten, murdered and brought to Europe as salves to build there 
infrastructure and serve the white British master.  In 1609, the British  adopted that same slavery 
blueprint in United States. After the slaves arrived in Virginia they were beaten, murdered, castrated, 
raped and separated from their families. That caused Enormous Mental, physical, and emotional 
damage. Then the Europeans went to Africa and colonize the African countries and raped the African of 
all of their minerals and resources (gold and diamond) until they fiercely fought to gain there freedom 
and Independence from the European bondage. “ 
  
By law Slavery ended in 1865, but it still existed by way of Inequality and economic slavery. African-
Americans have never received any compensation for the brutal atrocities that we experienced are still 
experiencing.We expect real social equity and equality. We expect the lane to be paved for us in 
industries like the template has been set for the Native Americans. In 2013 we were discriminated 
against and cut out of the cannabis industry in the state of Washington. The State Of Washington has no 
intent of true equity and equality for African Americans while making sure the Native Americans  are 
taken care of. Now is time to do the right thing. we were and are arrested, targeted and racially profiled 
in the state of Washington and went to prison for the war on drugs at a alarming rate. We deserve and 
are owed to be a major part of the 502 Legal Cannabis business in Washington state to assure 
generational wealth and economic stability for our community. We will not stop until we receive True 
Equity, Equality and Economic Justice. We should be able to exhale and enjoy the process of getting 
equity, equality and economic justice, But we are unable to because there process of giving equality to 
African Americans is racist. 
 
Jim Buchanan  
Buchanan Management Group 
Jimb@buchanan-management.com 
(206)321-1814 
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